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Family Education Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) 
 

Educational agencies and institutions to which the Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act (FERPA) applies must maintain education records consistent with the 

requirement of FERPA.  In brief, FERPA requires those agencies and institutions to 

provide parents and eligible students access to records directly related to the students; 

to permit parents and eligible students to challenge those records on the grounds that 

they are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student's privacy or 

other rights; to obtain the written consent of parents and eligible students before 

releasing personally identifiable information about the students contained in education 

records to other than organizations or individuals described in statutory exceptions; and 

to notify parents and eligible students of these rights. 

 The Armed Forces Recruiter Access to Students and Student Recruiting )nformation  
Act requires that schools make student names, addresses, and telephone numbers 

available to military recruiters and institutions of higher education.  However, students 

and parents may opt out so that such information is not released without their 

prior consent.  Consent forms restricting recruiter access to this information are made 

available to students and their guardians through the guidance office.  In the event that 

consent has not been expressly restricted, the recruiter requested information shall be 

released. 

 

The Uninterrupted Scholars Act (USA) was signed into law in mid-January by President 

Barack Obama and became effective immediately. Amendments to the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act include Additional Exception to Parental Consent 

Requirements for Students in Foster Care; and Exemption to Notice Requirement When 

Records Released Under Court Order. These amendments are intended to do the 

following: 

 

1. Allow schools to release student education records to a caseworker, state or local 

child welfare representative, or tribal organization that has the right to access the student’s case plan when such agency or organization is legally responsible for 

the care and protection of the student. This is meant to ensure timely access to 

the student records of those students in foster care and thus prevent the 

interruption of their education. 

 

2. Create an exemption to the requirement that parents be notified when records 

are released in conjunction with a court order. An educational agency does not 

need to notify the parent of the release of records under the court order when a 
parent is a party to a court proceeding involving child abuse and neglect or 

dependency matters, and the order is issued in the context of that proceeding. 

 

 


