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Greetings from the top of the stairs…

’Til Graduaion Do We Part? Not Even Then.

Admitedly, I am clumsy with my 
phone’s camera.  Here is my irst 

“selie,” taken with half of the Class 
of 2016 at Final Assembly. I atempted 
a second selie with the other half of 
the class but ended up with one of my 
palm, I think. The scowl on my face is 
actually concentration and determina-
tion; I was intent on capturing this 
momentous occasion.

My photography challenges aside, 
take a closer look at the soon-to-be 
graduates. I hope you see what I know 
about them—accomplishment, spirit-
edness, satisfaction, readiness, joy and 
celebration. This is what we want for 
all of our students at the close of their 
high school years.

For these students, the 
reality of high school’s end 
would come hours later at 
Graduation 2016, at which 
a pertinent, inal lesson is 
taught. From commence-
ment speaker and alumnus 
Zackary Helm ’05 they 
learn it’s not how you start 
something that most maters, it’s how 
you inish. And I remind those in caps, 
gowns, and in some cases sunglasses, 
we will never be together quite like 
this again.

Though the relationship between 
students and school invariably 
changes upon graduation, we don’t 
part completely. Our graduates are 
forever bonded to us and the many 
thousands of Erskine Academy alumni 
across the country, and some overseas, 
with whom they share the Erskine 
Academy experience. We hope that 
our newly initiated alum will look 
back on their school years fondly, keep 

us in their future, and 
visit us at least annually, 
as do the alumni who 
atend the All Alumni 
Reunion. Not surprising, 
the Connector’s class 
notes section continues 
to expand by the many 
professional endeavors 
and happy personal 
developments of our 
cherished alum.

We also remain bound 
to our veteran faculty members, who 
after many years of dedicated service 
begin their lives’ next chapter in 
retirement. In this issue, we salute 
and appreciate Doran Stout for his 34 

years—a full career—
with Erskine. Mr. Stout, 
an esteemed standout in 
high school athletics, has 
done more for Erskine 
athletics, coaches and 
athletes than anyone 
or any collection of 
individuals. His leave is 

still fresh, and his presence, wisdom 
and wit are missed.

In this issue we also report on this 
year’s accomplishments to date, all of 
which are irsts: a perfect, undefeated 
season for our KVAC and State Class 
B Champion golf team; we became 
School Spirit Challenge Champions for 
2016, having led the community efort 
that raised nearly 85,000 pounds of 
food for Good Shepherd Food Bank of 
Maine and our local pantries; and we 
presented a Veterans Day Recognition 
Assembly honoring local vets, many of 
whom are alumni, and featuring alum 
who are active in the Maine Army 
National Guard.

Finally, we give our heartfelt appreci-
ation to our alumni and friends who 
last year gave their time, talents, and 
inancial donations to support Erskine 
Academy. Your investment makes 
us a stronger and higher performing 
school and raises our expectations. 
Your generosity enhances the student 
experience and our facilities. Your 
unwavering support keeps the Erskine 
Academy community healthy and 
whole, ensuring that we are forever 
Eagles. Onward Erskine!   

Your unwavering 
support keeps the 
Erskine Academy 
community healthy 
and whole...


