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A new school 
year is 

approached 
with energy and 
enthusiasm: Every 
student is eager 
and ready to learn, 
every teacher is 
optimistic and 
hopeful, and all 
of us know that 
this will be the 

best year ever! We should capitalize 
on this annual fresh start by 
reflecting on the past year, 
planning improvements, and 
resolving to make a great 
school even more effective.

There is much to be proud 
of and celebrate about the 
2016–17 school year. We 
were named WGME 13/Fox 23's School 
Spirit Challenge champion for having 
raised nearly 85,000 pounds of food 
for the Good Shepherd Food Bank of 
Maine and our local food pantries. 
Our undefeated golf team became 
State Class B champions. Our baseball, 
softball, and girls tennis and lacrosse 
teams were awarded MPA banners for 
sportsmanship—all in the same season. 
For an eighth time, we hosted nearly 
250 area sixth-graders for an early 
exposure to high school program. And 
for a third consecutive year, we were 
one of only seven Maine high schools 
to make The Washington Post's list of 
America's Most Challenging High 
Schools.

Achievements and acknowledg-
ments are important and are not to be 
discounted. Ultimately, however, who 
you are and what you are like are more 
important than what you know and 
are able to do. Therefore, my resolu-
tion this new school year is to focus 
on our students' success in life after 
high school graduation by asking: Are 
our students going to be productive 
and happy citizens at age 25, 45, and 
65? What kind of adults will they be? 
Will they be good spouses, partners, 
friends, workers, and parents? Will 
they be respectful, honest, kind, and 
caring? Will they work to make their 

by Michael J. McQuarrie, Headmaster

Greetings from the top of the stairs…
The Mission and 
Core Values for 
Erskine Academy
Erskine Academy is an 
independent secondary 
school dedicated to providing 
all students a high quality 
education. Through an 
extensive academic program, 
rich and meaningful 
experiences, and a caring school 
community, the Academy 
develops a firm foundation 
in scholarship, leadership, 
stewardship, and relationships.

Scholarship – A rigorous and 
relevant program of studies, with 
high standards for teaching and 
learning, provides students with 
knowledge and skills for success 
in high school and beyond.

Leadership – Through positive 
and active engagement in school 
life, students learn more about 
themselves, discover their gifts and 
talents, and mentor and motivate 
others to strive for excellence 
and put forth their best effort.

Stewardship – Through a culture 
of awareness and sense of 
responsibility, individuals are 
encouraged to enhance and 
preserve their communities—
school, local, and global.

Relationships – Through mutual 
respect and care, the Erskine 
Academy community fosters 
a school environment that is 
centered on kindness, civility, 
and safety and that accepts and 
values its members for their unique 
characteristics and individuality.
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communities better? These are qualities 
to be valued, affirmed, and vigorously 
pursued in our school, as they are 
demanded by the future workplace and 
needed in our world.

As always, this edition of the Erskine 
Connector brings you the latest Erskine 
Academy news, class notes, and 
accomplishments. Our cover features 
a spirited student delegation to Costa 
Rica led by adviser Sonia Stevenson 
for AFS's seventh humanitarian trip to 
build homes for impoverished families. 

Formative, eye-opening 
experiences such as 
these fire the mind and 
heart and expose and 
inspire our students to 
look beyond EA and the 
familiar to a world that is 
truly in need of them.

Also in this issue, we report on 
Graduation 2017, which added 118 
new alumni to our extended family, 
and All Alumni Reunion, at which we 
celebrated the Class of 1967's milestone 
50th reunion. We congratulate and 
welcome all of our graduates and 
alumni with open arms and kind 
hearts.

Finally, we bid a fond farewell and 
happy retirement to beloved teachers 
Mary Devenney, Mary Oches, and 
Mary MacFarland and thank them for a 
combined 80 years of dedicated service 
to Erskine Academy. We wish our 
“Three Marys” good health, joy, and 
fulfillment in their lives' next chapter.

On the eve of another school year—
our 134th—I applaud and thank those 
whose tireless efforts have made 
Erskine Academy a uniquely engaging 
community where students thrive, 
the faculty excels at teaching and 
nurturing, and the staff and trustees 
are passionately committed to the 
academic and personal success of our 
students. The involvement of many 
made 2016–17 an active and rewarding 
year for Erskine. I am confident that 
in 2017–18 we will continue this trend, 
aided by 150 members of the Class of 
2021 eager to have and contribute to the 
Erskine Academy experience.

Here's to more great things ahead. 
Onward Erskine!   

A New School Year Resolution

"…who you are 
and what you 
are like are more 
important than 
what you know and 
are able to do."
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Reunion 2017Welcoming alumni back to campus 
is one of our highlights of each 

year, and this year was no exception. 
Over 130 alumni and guests from 
across many class years returned to 
meet up with former classmates, tour 
the campus, and reminisce about the 
good old days.

The alumni events kicked off with 
a Friday night reception at the China 
Dine-ah. An enthusiastic group 
enjoyed the refreshments and 
getting back in touch.

Saturday's cool and windy 
weather did not deter the outside 
lobster bake under the tent from 
happening. Alumni took tours 
with current students (thank 
you to Morgan Emond '18; 
Sam Falla '19; Mya Maxim '19; 
Rebekah Morrill '19; Kassie Nadeau 
'18; Myles Nored '19; Conner Paine 
'19; Chantelle Roddy '18; Christina 
Roy '19; and Liz Sugg '19 for being 
great guides around campus), 
viewed the archives displays set up 
in the cafeteria, enjoyed appetizers, 
and watched as the lobstermen started 
the pit fire and heaped Maine lobsters, 
corn, and other sides topped off with 
seaweed for that ocean aroma over the 
hot coals.

Following an entertaining invocation 
by Assistant Headmaster John Clark 
(for which he is known) and welcome 
by Headmaster Mike McQuarrie, the 
crowd enjoyed a tasty lobster and 
barbecue chicken dinner. Headmaster 
Mike McQuarrie then took the podium 
again to recognize the milestone 
reunion classes and present the 
awards.

The first award was the 
Distinguished Alumni Award, which 
was presented in absentia to Donald 
"Donnie" Flood '97. The Floods were 
unable to be in attendance as they were 
traveling to Maine the following week 
to be speakers at graduation, when 
the award was presented to Donnie 
in person. An excerpt from his award 
citation reads:

Donnie is a 1997 graduate of Erskine 
Academy and the valedictorian of his class. 
Following graduation, he attended Duke 

University, where he majored in computer 
science and minored in mathematics. 
Upon receiving his bachelor's degree 
from Duke in 2001, Donnie moved west 
to pursue a career in technology and 
entrepreneurship. Donnie arrived at Silicon 
Valley, where he spent the last dozen years 
growing professionally, beginning as a 
software engineer and quickly progressing 
to chief technology officer.

Over the course of his career, Donnie 
has been an early employee at and 
co-founder of companies that have sold 

for a combined $925M including his most 
recent company, which was bought by 
LinkedIn for $175M in 2014. Donnie's 
current professional venture is the 
founding of two new software startups that 
he hopes to launch this year.

In 2009, Donnie reconnected with 
Erskine classmate Johnna Fandel, who 
moved to the San Francisco Bay Area to 
start her own consulting business. It is 
perhaps foretelling that their high school 
superlative picture for being voted “most 
attractive” by their classmates would have 
Donnie sitting on Johnna's shoulders. 
Today, as they have for seven years, they 
stand shoulder to shoulder in marriage, 
in parenthood raising their two beautiful 
daughters Raili and Rowen, and in their 
entrepreneurialism—Donnie's in computer 
technologies and Johnna's in public health 
and community development consultation. 
The Flood family has recently located to 
Denver, Colorado.

The next award presented was the 
Volunteer Leadership Award, this year 
given to Wendy Studley Bonsant '85 
for her steadfast support of Erskine. 
Wendy was unable to be present to 
accept the award because her son Noah 
was playing in the KVAC champion-
ship baseball game and later received 

the award at the spring Renaissance 
assembly. An excerpt from her citation 
reads:

A 1985 graduate of Erskine Academy, 
Wendy Bonsant was raised in China and 
is now a longtime resident of Windsor. 
Following graduation, she attended 
Thomas College and received a bach-
elor's degree in accounting in 1989. Soon 
after, she began her career with the Maine 
State Housing Authority as an account-
ing assistant. She was soon promoted 

to Accountant and then to her current 
position as Investment Officer in the 
Treasurer's Office. While working, Wendy 
pursued graduate studies, and in 1995 
she was awarded the Master's Degree 
in Business Administration from Thomas 
College.

In 1990, Wendy married her class of 
'85 classmate Tracy Bonsant. Their union 
brought together the Studleys and the 
Bonsants, two families that are signifi-
cant to the history of Erskine Academy, 
are engaged in our present, and will 
undoubtedly be involved in our future. Of 
the many family members to attend and 
graduate from Erskine are Wendy and 
Tracy's two children—Courtney, class of 
2013, and Noah, class of 2018.

Wendy's nominator for this Volunteer 
Leadership Award simply and plainly 

states, “Wendy spends lots of time making 
things run smoothly for sports programs 

and other events,” True, but Wendy's 
volunteerism to the school should not go 
understated. Rather, it should be under-
scored and celebrated to encourage oth-
ers to service, which we do today with this 
recognition.

Wendy's affection for all things Erskine, 
particularly the Erskine Academy Eagles, 
has its roots in her childhood when as a 

Reunion student tour guides Liz Sugg '19, Christina Roy '19, 
Morgan Emond '18, Rebekah Merrill '19, and Chantelle Roddy 
'18

Wendy Studley Bonsant '85 receiving the 
Volunteer Leadership Award from Associate 
Headmaster Jamie Soule and Headmaster Mike 
McQuarrie at the Renaissance assembly.

continued on page 4
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youngster she would regularly 
accompany her grandmother 
to cheer on Erskine teams and 
athletes, her Uncle Ronald in 
particular. Over the years, Wendy 
and her “family of fans” would 
attend numerous Erskine games 
and events, eventually including 
those with no family members 
participating.

When in high school, Wendy's 
engagement with the Erskine 
community flourished. She was 
a cheerleader, a member of the 
National Honor Society, and the 
chief fundraiser for the school's 
inaugural Project Graduation 
program. Wendy's managing of 
several athletic teams foreshad-
owed her future voluntary role 
with the All Sports Boosters. With 
her four years of perfect high 
school attendance, Wendy was 
dependable and reliable then, just 
as she is today, and just as eager 
to accept the charge and call to service 
when needed.

Today, being an active parent and the 
informal leader of the All Sports Boost-
ers, Wendy is as well known to and visible 
in the Erskine community as any staff 
member. She is the “go-to” person when 
a program needs volunteers, a conces-

sion stand needs staffing, athletes and 
teams need encouragement and support, 
and when the athletic complex could use 
enhancements. Wendy aptly organizes and 
mobilizes our committed corps of sports 
booster to the cause, never asking from 
others what she would not do herself.

Wendy's volunteerism evolved as 
Courtney and Noah advanced through 
school. Supporting her children as learn-
ers and athletes involved her supporting 
their schools and peer groups as well. 
Therefore, she served as treasurer of the 
Windsor Youth Association, was a found-
ing member and treasurer of the Windsor 
Elementary Parent Group (PAWS), and was 
a regular volunteer in the classroom and 
kitchen of the Windsor Elementary School.

When thinking of an alumna who is 
truly passionate about the school and its 
athletic programs, who “bleeds blue,” and 
is “Forever an Eagle,” Wendy immediately 
comes to mind. Every school could use 
a spirited cheerleader such as Wendy 
Bonsant. Fortunately for us, her family 
lineage assured she would become an 
Erskine student, as would her children. 

Such is how we secured an enthu-
siastic promoter of the school and 
dedicated parent volunteer.

The final alumni award 
was presented 
posthumously to 
Sheldon Bumps '62, 
and Sheldon's family 
was in attendance to 
accept the Exemplary 
Service Award. 
Although the presen-
tation was bittersweet, 
the description of 

Sheldon and his immense 
contribution to Erskine and 
his community endearingly 
brought back to mind his 
extraordinary life:

A lifelong resident of China, 
Sheldon Bumps, “Shel” or 
“Shelly” as he was known 
to his classmates, gradu-
ated from Erskine Academy in 
1962. While at Erskine, he first 
demonstrated his commitment 
to community and his athletic 
prowess for football, basket-
ball, and baseball (later there 
would be softball and golf). 
These interests, along with 

dedicated service and volun-
teerism, a strong sense of duty, 
and most significantly a love of 
family would define Sheldon and 
become the values by which 
he lived, raised a family, and 
engaged in civic life.

Following graduation, Shel-
don served in the United States 
Air Force. Soon after, he married 
his partner in and for life, Dianne 
Hall, with whom he had 44 
wonderful years and raised the 
source of his pride, two remark-
able children—Randy, class of 
'91, and Heather, class of '93. 
Sheldon remained anchored 
to and active in his school and 
home communities, serving 
for many years on the China 
Village Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and working for 40 years 
at Duratherm Window Corpora-
tion in Vassalboro until retiring in 
2010. Sheldon and his large ex-
tended family are deeply rooted 

to Erskine and prominent on our student 
and alumni rolls.

Erskine Academy and its students and 
staff were always close to Sheldon's heart; 
the school's welfare was the object of his 
considerations and efforts. Spanning the 
tenure of three headmasters, all of whom 
benefited from his kind and wise counsel, 
Sheldon selflessly and generously gave 
his time, talent, and at times perspiration 
for the continuation and betterment of 
Erskine Academy. He regularly staffed the 
concession stand as an All Sports Booster, 

Reunion 2017

The Bumps family left to right: Dwane Bumps '60; Bobbi Polaski Bumps '60; 
Chase Cuevas-Bumps; Dianne Bumps; Heather Bumps '93; Chris Cuevas; 
Randy Bumps '91

Helping out at Reunion was a great group of young alumni, 
who graciously returned to volunteer (for the mere recompense 
of a complimentary meal). Above back row Luke Peabody '16, 
Abby Cooper '16, Dylan Abbott '16; middle row Abby Waceken 
'15, Jordan Bowie '16, Kate Holzwarth '16, Kaitlyn Sutter '15; front 
Justin Davis '15. It was great to see you and thank you very much!

continued from page 3

Alumni enjoying the archives display.
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deed doer at work, with family and friends, 
in his hometown, and for his beloved 
school first as a student and for 53 years as 
an alumnus.

Sheldon's sudden passing in June 2015 
is still fresh; his presence is sorely missed. 
Fittingly, gifts made to the school in Shel-
don's memory—the largest such donation 
in the school's history—will be used to ren-
ovate and enhance the gym floor this sum-
mer. A plaque affixed in the gym will me-
morialize Sheldon's sentimental as well as 
practical gift to the school, his final act of 
service to Erskine Academy.

Reunion 2017
served as a financial trustee for the Mary 
T. Erskine Trust, and was an instrumental 
member of the school's advisory council, 
alumni association, and the Barry King 
track and building committees. Sheldon 
was endeared to all members of EA who 
knew the quality and importance of his ser-
vice in these capacities.

Sheldon's most public involvement with 
Erskine Academy was with the athletic 
program, whether playing, supporting, or 
spectating. He regularly attended student 
performances and athletic contests, most 
often along with lifelong friends first made 
in high school—
Dianne, George and 
Bonnie, Joe and 
Patsy, Barry and 
Sandra, and Mike or 
some combination 
thereof. Although we 
don't formally reserve 
seating at basketball 
or baseball games, 
Sheldon and 
company were 
fixtures on the 
sidelines and in the 
bleachers. Out of 
respect for Sheldon 
and his predictable 
presence, he had an 
informally dedicated 
seat or place at 
events.

In every setting, 
including and im-
portantly the larger 
community, Sheldon 
was a principled 
promoter of and 
staunch advocate for 
Erskine Academy. He 
would lend an ear, a 
hand, his wit, or his 
acquired wisdom 
to preserve and 
advance the school. 
He was a loyal sup-
porter in word and by 
meaningful actions. 
Sheldon was a good 

The largest group of alumni returning were from the 60s.

The Class of 1967 celebrating their 50th Reunion. Back row Gordon 
Page, Patsy Glidden, Louise Caswell Reed, Tom Reed third row 
Judy Durrell Gidney, Ken Cunningham, Pam Pinkham Powell, 
Caroline Otis Lewis second row Noreen Tobey Golden, Mike Roach, 
Herb Crommett front row Mary Billing, Charlotte Dow Reynolds, 
Melba Brann Brown.

50s alumni left to right Pauline Bailey Glidden 53, 
Donzella Bourassa Glendenning '52, Betty Reed Glidden 
'53, Frances Ward '57, Dona Bourassa '52, Samuel 
Bradstreet '56, Sherwood Glidden '55, Janet Pelton Hisler 
'56

Sheldon's class of '62 attributed to 
him the superlative “most athletic.” It was 
suggested in his yearbook that he would 
be “best remembered” for his good looks. 
For sure, Sheldon was athletic and good 
looking, but today's Erskine Academy will 
remember him as a warm-hearted, earnest 
and industrious friend of the school and for 
always being an Erskine Eagle as he led an 
exemplary life.

Erskine Spirit Awards were then 
presented to the Class of 1967 50th 
Reunion organizers Noreen Golden 
and Ken Cunningham for their 
steadfast help planning their class's 
celebration.

70s alumni 
left to right: 

Gayle Glidden 
'70, Diana 

Harrington 
McKenney 

'77, Diane Flye 
Dow '76, Scott 

Kenoyer '77, 
Debbie Brann 

Kenoyer '77, 
Tom Gerrish 

'78, Dorene Flye 
Gerrish '79, and 
Andy Hisler '79

continued on page 6
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Reunion 2017
Lastly, the Alumni Scholarship 

Award, which is generously funded 
by alumni donors, was drawn from 
among the names of seniors who 
served as class officers and Student 
Council members. The three $300 
scholarships were awarded to Hannah 
Burns, Faith Krause, and Audrey 
Jordan. Good luck to them in college 
and many thanks to all the alumni who 
donated to this scholarship fund.

Enjoy the many great reunion photos 
taken by Jenny Haskell Sutter '91. We 
hope to see you next year!   

Proudly representing their classes on their milestone 
reunions are left Frances Ward '57 and right 
Warna Brann Strout '62.

left Sandra Pelton Curtis '58 and 
Colleen Curtis Gesualdo '82

Donna Green Crockett '63 and 
Davy Crockett

Pauline Ward Tobey '44 and her grand-
son Harris Tobey '04

Shirley Fletcher Fitzgerald '53 and 
Sandra Pelton Curtis '58

Headmaster Mike McQuarrie talking to former 
Headmaster Don Poulin H'09, Linda Dowe Poulin '70, 
Board president John Nored '70 and Anita Nored.

Celebrating their 40th Reunion are 
Diana Harrington McKenney, Scott 
Kenoyer, and Debbie Brann Kenoyer.

Senior 
leadership 

students 
Hannah 

Burns, 
Faith 

Krause, 
and Justin 

Zhang 
mingling 

among the 
alumni.

Colleen Curtis Gesualdo, Crystal Rose Perkins, and 
David Crommett

Jane 
Shorey 
Hamilton 
'68 and 
Shannon 
Hamilton 
'96

Guidance Director Sue 
Lagasse was a huge help 
everywhere! Thank you!

continued from page 5
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Reunion 2017

Corey Tobey '87 and Cheryl Spadea 
Tobey '87

Samuel Bradstreet '56, Andy Hisler '79, Patty Rogers 
'56, and Janice Pelton Hisler '56

Alumni Events Coordinator Halda Stout presenting Spirit Awards to Class of 1967 50th 
Reunion organizers Ken Cunningham and Noreen Tobey Golden.

Headmaster Mike McQuarrie at the podium with 
Assistant Headmaster John Clark

Roxanne and Michael Malley

Gordan 
'67 and 
Debbie 
Page 
celebrat-
ing 
Gordan's 
50th 
Reunion.

Assistant Headmaster John Clark and 
Alumni and Guidance Events Coordinator 
Halda Stout draw from the names 
of leadership seniors for the Alumni 
Scholarship. Three scholarships were 
awarded to Hannah Burns (pictured 
at left in middle), Audrey Jordan, and 
Faith Krause. In this picture are also 
Justin Zhang and Katelyn Hustus.

Lobster 
is served! 

Kate 
Holzwarth 
'16 making 
a cheerful 

delivery.
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Stewardship in Costa Rica

Members of the AFS Club returned to Costa Rica this 
spring, continuing their tradition of giving back by 

building new homes for the country's people. This was the 
seventh humanitarian trip undertaken by the club.

The group included AFS Club advisor Sonia Stevenson, 
chaperones Darrin Woods, Heather Sugg, Carrie Gervais, 
and Matthew Gomes, and students Gabriel Gervais '17, 
Eleanor Theriault '17, Terrence Conway '17, Hunter Praul '20, 
Ally Clark Bonsant '17, Keeley Gomes '17, Audrey Jordan '17, 
Hunter Mahon '17, Seth Allen '17, and Rusty Sugg '17.

Judging from all the great photos emailed back to campus, 
the trip was a huge success. The students gave an informa-
tional talk upon their return at an AFS fundraising dinner 
to inspire other students to take part in the trips. Clearly, the 
group was positively affected by this stewardship opportu-
nity and the vibrancy of the Costa Rican people.

Hunter Paul '20 teaching a Costa Rican child how to make a bracelet.AFS students building a new home in Costa Rica.

Members of the AFS Club traveling to Costa Rica.

In front of the completed home with AFS advisor Sonia Stevenson left to right 
Hunter Mahon '17, Hunter Praul '20, Rusty Sugg '17, Audrey Jordan '17, Keeley Gomes 
'17, Ally Clark Bonsant '17, Eleanor Theriault '17, TC Conway '17, Seth Allen '17, and 
Gabe Gervais '17

The students visiting a Costa Rican school.
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Donald Flood said. 
“When you approach 
regular challenges, 
you can use these 
values as a guidepost.”

He then named two 
values he picked up in 
high school and that 
he's incorporated into 
his own philosophy: 
“over-communication, 
and determination as 
a muscle.”

Johnna Fandel Flood 
picked up that theme 
in her remarks, telling 
the graduates to find 
their own philosophy 
and to listen to the 
stories the world has 

to tell them.
She remembered the literature she 

read at Erskine Academy that made her 
consider the experiences of political 

prisoners 
and refugees 
from war-torn 
countries.

Based in part 
on those classes, 
she said, she 
has been able 
to go out into 
the world and 
make tangible 
change, such as 
starting a child 

care service in Oakland, California that 
serves low-income families.

“As you leave tonight and embark on 
the next stage of your life, our hope for 
you is to be true to yourself, to trust in 

Graduation 2017
Seniors leave Erskine thankful…   by Charles Eichacker, Staff Writer, centralmaine.com

Ashley Viles and Jeffrey Kierstead 
took different routes through their 

time at Erskine Academy, but as they 
prepared to graduate Friday evening 
during a ceremony at Augusta Civic 
Center, each was thankful for the 
support offered to them in high school.

Kierstead, an accomplished wrestler 
from South China, plans to study at 
Maine Maritime Academy next year. 
He finished high school with straight 
A's, he said, but such grades would 
have been unimaginable just two years 
ago, when his father died from cancer 
and his grief made it impossible to 
focus.

“That took a big toll on my school 
work,” he said, adding that he received 
several failing grades that year.

But because of the warmth extended 
by Kierstead's friends and teachers at 
the South China school, he continued, 
“my grades went up after that.” He 
maintained his academic performance 
this year, even as he 
overcame a broken rib 
to place at the state 
wrestling tournament.

Viles, of Vassalboro, 
also thanked her friends, 
teachers and other 
mentors for getting her 
through a rough patch.

Next year, she intends 
to study mental health 
at Kennebec Valley 
Community College and 
hopes to become a guidance counselor.

She originally hoped to study dental 
hygiene, she said, but when a friend of 
hers expressed suicidal thoughts, it set 
her on her current course.

She helped the friend get help for 
her depression, she said, and many 
other people gave her help during that 
time, including a specialist in a career 
development program called Jobs for 
Maine's Graduates.

“The people [at Erskine Academy] 
have been extra supportive,” she said, 
adding that she could always return 
to the school and find someone to 
encourage her.

There was plenty 
more encouragement 
for her, Kierstead 
and their nearly 120 
classmates as they 
graduated on Friday 
night.

Wearing caps and 
gowns—the girls in 
white, the boys in 
blue—they listened to 
addresses from their 
fellow graduates.

“Everyone has 
potential to do what 
they want in life,” 
said Justin Harris, 
the valedictorian, in a 
speech that included a 
series of “shout-outs” 
to his classmates, teachers and family 
members. “Everyone makes mistakes. 
We all have room for improvement.”

The graduating seniors also heard 

remarks from Donald '97 and Johnna 
Fandel '97 Flood, alumni of Erskine 
Academy who graduated exactly 
20 years ago and now have a family 
together.

Donald Flood, a software engineer 
and technology entrepreneur, has 
worked in Silicon Valley and now lives 
with his family in Denver, Colorado. 
Johnna Fandel Flood works as a public 
health consultant and runs her own 
business, Community Wise.

Donald Flood referred to some of 
the success stories he's heard in Silicon 
Valley and tried to impart what they 
had in common (see excerpt on p. 22).

“The common thread among all 
these people is every one of them has a 
well developed personal philosophy,” continued on page 22

Hannah Burns, third in academic standing, is a member 
of National Honor Society (she was named one of 400 

national semifinalists in the National Honor Society 
Scholarship program) and participated in Student Council, 

EA Theater Club, Friends of Rachel (FOR) Club, the EA 
Leadership Team, HOPE Club, Field Hockey, Basketball, 

Softball, and Lacrosse. She completed over 335 hours of 
community service. Hannah was a recipient of the Smith 
College Book Award, received Renaissance Recognition 

and Senior of the Trimester awards, and was the recipient 
of awards of excellence in Integrated Science, Biology, 

English, Social Studies, Physical Education, and Health. 
Hannah plans to attend UMaine to major in bioengineering.

Graduate Dakota Buotte is planning to 
join the work force.

Madison Grass smiling at the camera. She will be 
attending Dean College to study dance.
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Fostering Information Literacy… the EA Library   by Crystal Shamas-Douglas, Librarian

The Myrtle Huff Austin Library 
continues to expand its programs 

and resources to meet the curriculum 
and reading needs of the staff 
and students. The library is their 
Information Station! As a progres-
sive library, we are evolving to meet 
students' needs both within and 
outside the library walls. An important 
goal of all libraries is to help prepare 
students for the 21st century. This 
means that students need to be able 
to find, evaluate, and use information 
effectively.

Erskine's library facilities include 
two computer labs that are available for 
individual student or class work plus 
additional individual computer stations 
and laptops within the main library. 
Electronic resources are available to 
students through the Maine State 
Library Databases in addition to 
numerous other online resources. 
Our print collection of approximately 
11,000 volumes encompasses a broad 
range of reference, non-fiction, and 
fiction works. New volumes are added 
continuously throughout the year to 
ensure an active and diverse collection 
of materials. This year, 346 new books 
were added, there were 426 summer 
checkouts, 4,518 total checkouts for the 
year, and 15,940 total student visits! A 
new student group, the Breakfast Book 
Club, was formed and meets weekly.

An exciting addition to the library is 
a new Editing Center, made possible 
in part by a Class of 1967 alumna's 
very generous donation. The Center 
includes new tripods, cameras, 
microphone, audio recorders, and 
background screen for videotaping. 
This new area is used by students 
to record interviews, presenta-
tions, and practice recitations such 
as those for the Poetry Out Loud 
competition. It is a great addition 
to the many curriculum enhancing 
options in the library.

The library continues to support 
classes across all subject areas—
English: Pecha Kucha; illustrated 
books; multicultural and classroom 
reads projects… History: Research 
projects; “Prove to Me” and Image 
Analysis by Maine Historical 
Society… Art: Hosted Fine Arts 

Night and organized trip to view 
animated film The Red Turtle… 
Science: Provided research instruc-
tion and purchased classroom sets of 
The World Without Us and Omnivore's 
Dilemma… Music: Hosted several 
performances… Business: Arranged 
for Garvan Donegan, Waterville Senior 
Economic Development Specialist to 
present… Health: Arranged for Sue 
Palumbo from Inland Hospital to speak 
about nutrition.

Last fall, Kathleen Neuman from 
the Maine Historical Society visited 
Erskine and taught six classes on 
how to evaluate images by using 
Depression, Suffrage, and WWII 
pictures and posters from the Maine 
Memory Network.

In addition 
to our digital 
resources and 
books, the library 
enhances learning 
by initiating 
and organizing 
many programs. 
In early October, 
David Greenham, 
supported by 
Maine Humanities 
Council and Maine 
State Library, gave 
a highly engaging 
Shakespearean 
presentation for 
70 students in the 
Fine Arts Building. 
Later in the month, 

Advanced Placement students attended 
a discussion sponsored by the Mid 
Maine Global Forum by the political 
cartoonist Khalid Albaih from Sudan.

The librarian, in conjunction with 
teachers, organized an art trip to the 
Colby Art Museum after viewing the 
animated film The Red Turtle, and 
World History students traveled to 
Messalonskee High School to listen 
to a panel of new Mainers discuss 
their experiences as immigrants to the 
United States from Somalia, Cambodia, 
and Iraq.

In honor of Women's History Month, 
teachers Pam McKenney, Kelly Clark, 
and I created a new program for girls. 
The purpose of the group was to offer 
a space and place for girls to celebrate 

women's history, their heroes, and 
themselves. The girls met in the 
library for four Tuesdays in March 
after school.

The library hosted two authors. 
Terry Farish, who wrote The Good 
Braider set in Portland, Maine 
and The Beginning and End of The 
World, spoke to students about 
her writing process and passion 
for writing stories about refugees 
and immigrants. The library also 
welcomed Being Henry David author 
Cal Armistead, who spoke to 
English classes and the Breakfast 
Book Club about her novel.

Members of the Breakfast Book Club on a book-buying trip

Author Terry Farish speaking to students about her writing 
process.
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In the final months of the year, the 
library welcomed presenters from the 
Holocaust and Human Rights Center, 
who presented two programs for 
History students: "Yearning to Breathe 
Free: The Immigrant Experience in 
Maine" and "Maine's German POW 
Camps During World War II."

The library's last program in May 
was hosting a Mid Maine Global 
Forum school event featuring Adotei 
Akwei, the Managing Director for 
Government Relations for Amnesty 
International USA.

Erskine Academy Library is a vital 
learning environment that strives to 
enrich students' education with many 
different resources.   

Left to right Amnesty International USA Managing 
Director of Government Relations Adotei Akwei; 
Mid Maine Global Forum (MMGF) board chair 
Steve Ball (also former EA teacher); EA librarian 
and MMGF board member Crystal Shamas-
Douglas; and MMGF board member Steve Knight, 
Adjunct Professor History at Kennebec Valley 
Community College.

For the last few weeks 
of the third trimester, 

students in my AP 
English Lit classes and 
CP Senior English class 
were involved in a unit 
on children's literature. 
The unit began with 
an introduction and 
overview presented by 
Ms. Crystal Shamas-
Douglas, our school 
librarian. In her usual 
lively and enthusiastic 
style and with the help of 
several dozen children's 
books, which she brought 
in from her own collec-
tion, Ms. Shamas-Douglas talked about 
the interweaving of text and pictures in 
the books. The students learned about 
fonts, borders, color, line, peritext, etc.

The next step was watching TEDTalk 
videos by two authors of children's 
literature: Mac Barnett and Jarrett 
J. Krosoczka. Barnett spoke of the 
influence of a writing center on young 
authors and his own experience with 
the reaction of children to his books. 
Kroscozka chronicled how his family 
situation fostered his love of drawing 
and storytelling, and he also told 
how his series of graphic novels for 
middle school readers, the Lunch Lady 
Series, came about when he visited his 
grammar school's cafeteria staff.

Children's Book Project
by Mary Oches, English and Latin Instructor

Students then chose six children's 
books, including board books, story 
books, nonfiction books, and graphic 
novels, to read and evaluate. They 
not only wrote about the interplay 
of verbal and visual literary, but also 
about books that had only pictures 
and thus require the adult reader and 
the child to use their imaginations to 
bring the story to life. Besides reporting 
on the technical aspects of the books, 
students also rated them based on five 
stars. For Mrs. Oches and Ms. Shamas-
Douglas, however, the most rewarding 
part of the unit was to see the students 
reconnect with old favorites and to find 
new favorites. The joy and enthusiasm 
they experienced and expressed was 
wonderful.   

Students in Mrs. Oches' classes hold aloft some of their favorites 
during the children's book project.

Wicked Good!

All of the students in Business instructor 
Roxanne Malley's entrepreneurship class are encour-

aged to invite area entrepreneurs to speak about their 
businesses. Jake Peavey '18 invited his aunt, Amy Bouchard, 
owner and founder of Wicked Whoopies located in 
Farmingdale, Maine. She explained to the students that 
perseverance and a passion for what you do is a must. In 
Maine, when something is good, we call it "good", and when 
something is great, we call it "wicked"! Her product has 
been featured on The Oprah Winfrey Show, Good Morning 
America, Rachael Ray Show, Food Network's "Unwrapped", 
and numerous others. Recently, Wicked Whoopies opened a 
second shop in Boothbay Harbor, Maine. Ms. Bouchard also 
treated the class to delicious whoopie pies!



12    Erskine Connector Spring/Summer 2016–17

There is a new student 
club on campus 

overseen by its advisor 
Roxanne Malley. 
Sponsored by the local 
Whitefield Lions Club, 
the Leo Club will provide 
EA students an opportu-
nity to develop their 
leadership skills while 
conducting local civic 
duties and volunteering in 
the community. Students 
are expected to attend 
monthly meetings, work 
on service projects that the 
group has designated, and 
attend a variety of special 
events.

 There were 32 students 
inducted into the newly 
formed club in May in 
the presence of Lions 
Clubs officers and family 
members during a 
ceremony in the Erskine 
cafeteria. Congratulations 
to elected Leo Club 
officers Harrison Mosher 
'18, President; Morgan Emond '18, 
Vice President; Hunter Rushing '19, 
Treasurer; and Samantha Heath '19, 
Secretary. Inducted members were 
Alex Mahon '19, Lydia Gilman '20, 

Leo Club Comes to Campus

Tara Maltese '19, Annemarie Allen 
'18, Lucy Allen '20, Myles Nored '19, 
Andrew Robinson '20, Christina Roy 
'19, Morgan Presby '20, Rebekah Morrill 
'19, Antonio Jacobs '19, Conner Paine 

'19, Kyli Julia '19, Liz Sugg 
'19, Boe Glidden '20, 
Brock Glidden '18, and 
Nicholas Hayden '20.

Whitefield Lions Club 
Director Barry Tibbetts 
welcomed the Leos saying, 
"In the coming years you 
will make a lot of choices 
defining who you are and 
what you are about. You 
have made the choice to 
join the Leo Club, and that 
shows that you think about 
someone besides yourself. 
That speaks volumes about 
you."

Leo Club members have 
already participated in 
community service projects 
in conjunction with the 
Whitefield Lions Club 
including roadside clean 
up around the Erskine 
campus, assisting the 
Lions Club at their annual 
golf tournament, and 
participating in the Relay 
for Life at the Windsor 

Fairgrounds. The Leo Club will assist 
the Lions at their booth during the 
Windsor Fair in early September.   

Top Students inducted into the new Leo Club bottom left Leo Club officers Hunter 
Rushing, Samantha Stevens, Morgan Emond, and Harrison Mosher bottom right 
Harrison Mosher being inducted by Whitefield Lions Club Director Barry Tibbetts.

The annual Junior Achievement's 
Titan Challenge, which is a 

day-long business strategy competition 
for high school students, was held at 
Kaplan University in Augusta, Maine 
on March 1. The business competi-
tion pits teams of three high school 
students against each other 
as they attempt to manage 
a virtual company in a 
competitive marketplace. 
Each of the teams work 
with a mentor from the 
business community to 
guide a fledgling company 
through the ups and 
downs of the market. 
The 2017 event matched 
more than 250 students 
with mentors from local 
businesses across the state.

Representing Erskine Academy were: 
Team 1 - Jake Peavey '18, Alana York 
'19, Caitlin Labbe '19; Team 2 - 
Courtney Austin '18, Billy Howell '18, 
Marc Walther '17; Team 3 - Josh Breault 
'17, Tyler Condon '17, Sam Falla 

'19; Team 4 - Harrison Mosher '18, 
Jacob Lamoreau '18, Kyle Frederick '18; 
Team 5 - Alex Barney '19, Mark Barney 
'19, and Yuan Ziman '17.

Team 2 won the regional event!   

Below left Erskine students at the Titan Challenge at Kaplan University. Below right Winning Team 2

Erskine Wins Titan Challenge
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It has been a full and effective year 
for the students in Erskine's JMG 

program!
Under the guidance of JMG Specialist 

Mitch Donar '00, students visited the 
Margaret Chase Smith Library in 
Skowhegan, Maine in early March 
at the invitation of Director David 
Richards, who invited the students to 
give a presentation on the community 
outreach and positive initiatives that 
they have been involved in after he 
read a newspaper article about them 
volunteering their time at a veterans 
luncheon. A mission of the Margaret 
Chase Smith Library Foundation is 
to promote Senator Smith's wishes of 
teaching young people the importance 
of service and helping others. The 
legacy of Senator Smith was spoken 
about and seen throughout the impres-
sive museum that is attached to the 
house in which she lived. Freshman 
through senior JMG students delivered 
a well-collaborated presentation and 
were presented with a generous 
donation to help continue doing 
good for others. Mitch Donar 
commented, "We cannot thank 
Mr. Richards and the Margaret 
Chase Smith Library Foundation 
enough for the invitation; our 
students left inspired."

At the end of March, 14 
JMG students attended the 
25th annual JMG Career 
Development Conference at 
Thomas College. Students who 
attended were Owen Cassidy; 
Mary Garbacki; Brianna 
Guilfoyle; Brody Hodsdon; 
Tamikah St. Amand-Breton; 
Rachel Stoddard; Caitlyn Van 
Wickler; Ashley Viles; Gabe 
Ashey; Melissa Garbacki; Nicholas 
Levesque; Chris Pelletier; Aaron 
Winkin; and Ashlee Cooley.

Nick Levesque and Aaron Winkin 
wrote the following article for the JMG 
spring newsletter:

The Career Development Conference A 
Success Once Again

Erskine Academy JMG students partici-
pated in a large annual JMG conference, 
called the Career Development Confer-
ence (CDC) this past March at Thomas 
College. This conference was an oppor-
tunity for all high school JMG programs to 
compete against one another in various 

career preparation events. Before the 
competitions began, all JMG students 
were seated at their designated table in 
the field house, anticipating the start of 
the Opening Ceremony. During this, the 
organizers of the event were introducing 
the CDC itself, providing some backstory to 
it, and encouraging every JMG member to 
do as much as they could in order to enjoy 
themselves. Once the Opening Ceremony 
concluded, each student had events as-
signed to them for specific times during the 
day, along with a campus-wide scavenger 
hunt called Campus Quest. All events were 
competition-based with the top three per 
event winning a trophy for their school. 

Some of these competitions were individ-
ual events; however, the majority involved 
smaller groups. This allowed students to 
learn and practice a wide-range of career 
skills that will benefit all involved in the 
future. The CDC ended the day with a Clos-
ing Ceremony that announced all of the 
winners from the day's events. The Erskine 
Academy JMG program earned four tro-
phies on the day, but this conference was 
about much more than winning trophies. 
Within our program, we had students who 
gained confidence by performing tasks 
outside of their comfort zones, others 
who displayed effective teamwork, and all 
exhibited professionalism throughout the 
day, which represented Erskine Academy 

in the most positive way. 
It's these takeaways 
that provide such great 
value in having students 
attend the Career De-
velopment Conference 
annually.

Six students 
volunteered their time 
as Honorary Pages 
at the State House 
this spring. Students 
joined with the China 
Middle School JMG 

program for this experience. This 
professional opportunity had students 
displaying some of the skills covered 
during the course of a year within 
JMG. Such skills and abilities include 
demonstrating appropriate appearance, 
working with a diverse group of people 
within the community, and communi-
cating appropriately to others. Having 
the students involved in such a compel-
ling experience was valuable for all.

The JMG Closing Ceremony was 
held on May 16 to recognize 
the accomplishments of the 
graduating JMG seniors and 
highlight all the hard work 
that was completed within 
the program this year. Many 
guests attended the ceremony 
including the headmasters, 
the Board of Trustees, Senator 
Roger Katz, JMG Senior 
Specialist Hauns Bassett '93, 
and Julie from Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Mid-Maine, 
and the majority of them 
took time to speak to all. The 
ceremony included a detailed 
description of how the JMG 
Career Association met their 
goals throughout the school 

year delivered by Caitlyn Van Wickler. 
A heartfelt speech was delivered by 
Ashley Viles on what JMG has meant to 
her over the years she has been in JMG:

Jobs for Maine Graduates (JMG) isn't just 
a class that gives you credit or a course 
that you can brush off because you feel 
it doesn't benefit you. JMG is a class that 
gives you the skills to take on the real 
world. You develop numerous amounts 
of communication, teamwork, problem 
solving, organization and time manage-
ment skills that no other class I've taken 
has exposed me to. Your JMG Specialist 

A Great Year in JMG Program

JMG students at the Margaret Chase Smith Library

continued on page 14

JMG students served as Honorary Pages at the State House this spring. Left 
to right Missy Garbacki, Briana Strout, Brianna Soucy, Shaine Staples, Sen. 
Roger Katz, Aaron Winkin, Shawn Seigars, and JMG Specialist Mitch Donar.
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becomes your biggest supporter. They 
become the light at the end of the tunnel 
and are constantly rooting for you to push 
yourself to your greatest potential.

At the beginning of my junior year, JMG 
was the class I wanted to take because 
it was an easy A. My attitude was rather 
negative, and all I wanted to do was stare 
into space rather than be attentive in class. 
My grades were plummeting, and I didn't 
give a care in the world about them. With 
the help, guidance, and understanding 
from my JMG Specialist, I put myself on a 
path to a bright and promising future. I let 
go of all the useless attitude. My priorities 
were put in line, and I was striving for suc-
cess. I was always asked what I wanted to 
do after high school and my answer was 
always, “ I don't know.” I changed the idea 
of my future pathway more than a hand-
ful of times. Leave it to Mr. Donar, my JMG 
Specialist, to ask six simple words: “What 
don't you want to do?” This was completely 
opposite of what I've always been asked. 
We proceeded to sit down and make a 
list of what I was good at and what I had 
no interests in. I went from wanting to be 

a dental hygienist to a social worker. I am 
now a senior nearing June 9th, gradua-
tion, and will be attending KVCC in the fall 
for their Mental Health program. Thanks 
to JMG, I will be using all of the lessons 
I've learned to guide me to my future suc-
cesses. The five years I've spent in JMG be-
tween middle and high school has always 
given me a comforting place when I was 
unsure of where to go. I would recommend 
that every student enroll in a JMG class, if 
possible. JMG has not only allowed me to 
be the person I am today, but also I've seen 
the program do the same for so many of 
my peers. I wish to end by simply saying 
thank you to all involved with JMG; I will be 
forever grateful for my experiences.

Graduating seniors were Tamikah St. 
Amand-Breton, Owen Cassidy, Mary 
Garbacki, Brianna Guilfoyle, Broderick 
Hodsdon, Kaleb Howard, Rachel 
Stoddard, Caitlyn Van Wickler, and 
Ashley Viles.

JMG continued from p. 13

The ceremony concluded with an 
extensive slideshow that highlighted 
all that the JMG Program has been 
involved with this year.

JMG partners with public education 
and private businesses to offer 
results-driven solutions to ensure 
all Maine students graduate, attain 
post-secondary credentials, and pursue 
meaningful careers. JMG serves more 
than 6,500 students annually through 
more than 90 programs throughout 
the state. For 22 consecutive years, it 
has been recognized by its national 
affiliate, Jobs for America's Graduates, 
as the best school-to-career program 
in the U.S. for consistently exceeding 
national standards. To learn more, visit 
www.jmg.org.   

FBLA State Conference

Fourteen members of Erskine's 
Future Business Leaders of America 

(FBLA) Club members attended the 
State Leadership Conference competi-
tion on March 20–21 in Portland, 
Maine. Advisor Roxanne Malley 
reports Erskine was the largest 
group in attendance. The Conference 
included an event to support the Travis 
Mills Foundation. Luke Hodgkins 
'18 was elected to the Executive 
Board as Reporter. Congratulations 
to the following students in their 
FBLA State Leadership competition 
events: Hagen Wallace - 1st Place 
Introduction to Financial Math and 
3rd place Business Communications; 
Ashley Farrington - 2nd place Word 
Processing and 3rd place Introduction 
to Business; Luke Hodgkins - 3rd 
place FBLA Principles and Procedures; 
Mackenzie Sawyer - 2nd place 
Hospitality Management and 3rd 
place Client Services; Group Project 
Presentation by Andrew Browne, 
Jake Peavey, Dylan Presby - 1st place 
Sports & Entertainment Management; 
Andrew Browne, Jake Peavey, 
Dylan Presby - 2nd place Management 
Decision Making. All of these students 
became eligible to compete in the 
National Conference in Anaheim, 
California at the end of June.

FBLA is one of the 
largest student-lead 
organizations in the 
world. It has more than 
250,000 members. It's 
purpose is to foster 
business education and 
prepare students for 
the future. FBLA also 
serves as a networking 
tool and resource for 
students and advisors.

Maine FBLA has 
been around since the 
80s and has over 200 
members. Maine holds 
two conferences a year, 
the Fall Leadership 
Workshop and the 
State Leadership 
Conference, when 
members network, 
compete, and 
strengthen their 
business and life 
skills. Maine also 
sends students to the 
National Leadership 
Conference. There, 
over 12,000 students 
from around the 
country and world 
compete to be the best 
in the nation.   

FBLA Club students surrounding SSG Travis Mills, an Army veteran 
whose motto is "Never Give Up. Never Quit." He lost all four limbs from 
an explosion in 2012 on his third tour in the Middle East. Travis runs 
a foundation and opened a retreat this summer in Rome, Maine for 
wounded veterans and their families.

Erskine winners in the FBLA State Leadership Conference competition 
events in Portland, Maine.
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The Student Council and advisor 
Mary MacFarland coordinated the 

10th annual Walk for a Cure, which 
took place in early May. MaineGeneral 
has come to rely on our generosity 
and annual gift; since the inception 
of the walk, Erskine has raised over 
$40,000.

Headmaster McQuarrie emailed 
the school prior to the event: "Like 
many, when I walk for cancer, I am 
mindful of Carol Nixon (EA teacher 
who passed away from cancer) among 
others. Every year since the tragic 
passing of our student Amanda 
Edwards in 2008, for whom breast 
cancer was her cause, I have walked 
with Erskine alumna and Mandy's 
grandmother, Mary. Even last year, 
a very ill Mary Edwards was here 
for the walk with her daughter Lori 

In early May, we learned that for a third consecutive 
year we made The Washington Post's list of America's 
Most Challenging High Schools. We are among the 12% 
of the nation's high schools —only six in Maine—to 
earn this distinction. In addition to Erskine Academy, 
the Maine contingent includes John Bapst, Yarmouth, 
Cape Elizabeth, Bangor, and Foxcroft Academy; 

therefore, we are in very good company. America's 
Most Challenging High Schools' index formula is a 

ratio of the number of Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate and Advanced International Certificate of 

Education tests given at a school each year, divided by the number of seniors who 
graduated that year. Schools making the most challenging list are recognized for 
challenging average students with rigorous academic coursework and assess-
ments. When first published in 1998, only 1% of high schools made the list. The 
list's growth over subsequent years to its current 12% of high schools is indica-
tive of an educational trend of early college exposure and open enrollment to 
include average students. Therefore, our inclusion on this nationally recognized 
list validates our contemporary, progressive, and responsible curriculum. This 
positive development is rightfully attributed to our teachers, students, guidance 
program, and school culture in general.

Few high schools of our size could implement our numerous opportunities 
for early college exposure, mostly because they lack the will and administra-
tive support. It is our willing and able faculty that places us firmly among the 
high-quality secondary schools in Maine and the nation.   

10th Annual Cancer Walk

Edwards, making a sizeable contribu-
tion to the event. Ironically, shortly 
thereafter, Mary passed from her 
own long bout with breast cancer. 
I will continue my annual walk 
with Lori Edwards, now thinking of 
Carol, Mandy, and Mary. I hope this 
Wednesday's walk will have meaning 
for you as well."

Faculty, staff, and students came 
through and filled the track again this 
year. The school presented another 
large check to a MaineGeneral 
representative during the final 
Renaissance assembly.   

Lori Edwards and her family walking in memory 
of Mandy '09 and Mary Balfour Edwards '62.

Mike "Souleman" Soule's advisory group once again pulled in the top donations towards the walk.

EA students walking the Walk.

determination grew stronger and stronger. 
Over the years, I've developed a capacity 
to approach any problem with the con-
fidence that eventually I will figure it out 
even if takes days or weeks of frustratingly 
difficult progress. …

…Conscientiously developing one's 
personal philosophy is, I believe, the 
single most important investment you can 
make. These are values that you explicitly 
choose and strive to live up to, and when 
you experience challenging times or tough 
decisions and even in day to day life, you 
can use these values as your guidepost.

By focusing on developing your values 
at this point in your life you don't have to 
choose what you are going to do in the 
future; instead, you can focus on how you 
will do it. No matter what you do you can 
use your value system to do it well.

Eventually after years of cultivation, 
practice, and refinement, your personal 
philosophy will change from guiding you 
through life to driving you through life. 
They become unconscious habits and you 
will automatically seek out people and 
work that are consistent with your values. 
This is the point where your investment 
truly pays off and the place where, I be-
lieve, you will find happiness and success.

Graduation continued from p. 22
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Class of 1967 Luncheon 
with Senior Class 
Leadership

“It's just not going to 
be so 'Mary' around 

Erskine anymore," was 
a comment heard on 
campus at the end of the 
year.

While Erskine is not 
now or in the future 
planning to be morose, 
we did say a bitter-
sweet goodbye to three 
longtime and much 
liked faculty members—
Mary MacFarland, 
Mary Oches, and 
Mary Devenney. Their 
combined tenures span 
80 years. A retirement 
party was held for all 
three women at Natanis Golf Course in 
June with the faculty and staff.

Mary MacFarland began teaching 
what is now known as Family and 
Consumer Sciences and coaching at 
Erskine 39 years ago after receiving her 
degree from UMaine at Farmington. 
Mary is remembered for her school 
spirit, running of many successful 
Winter Carnivals, advising Student 
Council, coordinating the annual 
Walk for a Cure, and many positive 
interactions with her students. Mary 
and her husband James are parents of 
Michelle '03 and Martha '09. When her 
impending retirement was posted to 
the EA Facebook page, many alumni 

Farewell to Three Marys

Longtime teacher Mary 
MacFarland retired after 39 years.

wrote posts about Mary 
with similar sentiments 
to the following:
"…Mrs. MacFarland is the 
reason I am in my field 
today. She nurtured and 
encouraged my leadership, 
believing [in] me before I 
even believed in myself. I got 
my start through EA Student 
Council and continued 
involvement in campus 
activities and residence 
life in college… leading to 
a career in Student Affairs. 
So grateful for her mentor-
ship and sending huge hugs 
and congratulations on a 
very well deserved retire-
ment." —Heather French '92, 
Alameda, CA

Headmaster 
McQuarrie presented Mary with the 
Faculty of the Trimester award this 
spring, reading the following:

Mary began at Erskine in the 1978–79 
school year, assigned to teach the subject 
she continues to teach to this day. Her re-
sumé (and some of this may surprise some 
of you because it came as news to me) 
includes coaching varsity field hockey and 
varsity cheering; department head for two 
years in the mid 80s; detention monitor in 
the early 90s; and our teacher recertifica-
tion committee chair for 11 years. …Here's 
what should not be news to anyone here… 
For 31 years she has developed, orga-
nized and advised our Student Council; 
that's 31 councils and hundreds of student 
leaders, many of whom are regional and 
state award winners. Rare, in fact, is the 
spirited activity designed to boost school, 
student, or staff morale that she has not 
been instrumentally involved with as plan- continued on page 23

ner, organizer or implementer, and in most 
cases she's all three. This is made most 
obvious by her production of schoolwide 
fundraisers and assemblies, and of course 
and most notably, Winter Carnival. Most 
recent was her role with the School Spirit 
Challenge, to which she brought enthu-
siasm, incentives, and cheer. It was most 
appropriate, then, that she was in the del-
egation to receive the Challenge Trophy at 
the televised event at the WGME13 studio 
last month.

…Mrs. MacFarland is on the shortlist 
of staff that I am most frequently asked 
about by alumni. The typical conversation 
goes something like this: “Oh, you work 
at Erskine, I graduated from there. Is Mrs. 
MacFarland still there? I loved her, she 
was great.” And, of course, after producing 
a great many Winter Carnival programs, 
many alumni's fondest school memories 
are attributed to her efforts and good work.

Latin and English teacher Mary 
Oches was at Erskine for 23 years. She 
earned degrees at State University 
of New York/Cortland and UMaine/
Farmington. Mary and her husband are 
the parents of alumni Matthew '04 and 
Brian '05.

Headmaster McQuarrie and the 
Board of Trustees had this to say upon 
reluctantly accepting her resignation:

Please know that your administrators 
and teaching colleagues will feel the signif-
icant loss of your leaving. There has been 
a great deal of discussion concerning your 
imminent retirement, your service to the 
school, and your quality and substantial 
contributions to students and colleagues 
alike. You will be missed and thought about 
often and fondly.

In May, the Class of 1967 
50th Reunion planning 

committee was invited to 
a luncheon with the senior 
class officers and Student 
Council members. The 
highlight of this annual 
event is the exchange 
of stories new and old 
and comparison of the 
similarities of experiences 
between today's students 
and the alumni who are 
such an important part of 
Erskine's rich history.   

Class of 1967 luncheon with senior class leadership left to right Headmaster Mike McQuarrie; Seth Allen; Hunter Mahon; 
Rusty Sugg; Hannah Burns; Audrey Jordan; Faith Krause; Justin Zhang; Katelyn Hustus; Charlotte Dow Reynolds; Patsy 
Glidden; Mike Roach; Pam Pinkham Powell; Noreen Golden; Ken Cunningham; teachers Halda Stout and Mary Oches.
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- Jamie Boudreau; Hannah Burns; Keeley 
Gomes; Abigail Haskell; Aubrey Hendsbee; 
Hayley Hinds; Katelyn Hustus; Audrey Jordan; 
Mayann McGrath; Phoebe Fleck

Softball
MPA Sportsmanship Award; KVAC 1st Team 
- Taylor McLaggan; KVAC 2nd Team - Kayla 
Hodgkins; All Academic - Alexis Bonenfant

Girls Tennis
MPA Sportsmanship Award; KVAC 2nd Team 
Doubles - Kayla Hubbard and Paige Leary, 
Kaili Shorey and Annemarie Allen; KJ Coach 
of the Year - Ryan Nored; Eleanor Hodgkin - 
KJ Girls Tennis Player of the Year.

Boys Track
KVAC All Conference - Jack Jowett, Jake 
Peavey; Jack Jowett placed 3rd in javelin 
at States. All Academic - Seth Allen; Gabe 
Gervais; Elliot Stinchfield; Justin Zhang

Girls Track
KVAC All Conference - Kaylee Porter; New 
England Qualifiers - Kaylee Porter, Jack 
Jowett;  KJ Track & Field Athlete of the Year 
- Kaylee Porter; All Academic - Ally Clark 
Bonsant; Hunter Mahon   

Eagles Highlights of the Year

Girls Cross Country
All Academic - Phoebe Fleck, 
Hunter Mahon

Boys Cross Country
All Conference - 8th Sam 
Jamison; All Academic - 
Justin Harris, Sam Jamison

Field Hockey
All Academic - Alexis 
Bonenfant, Hannah Burns, 
Keeley Gomes, Katelyn 
Hustus, Audrey Jordan

Golf
Undefeated season; KVAC 
and State Champions; Mark 
Bailey- KJ Coach of the Year; 
Aaron Pion - KJ Golfer of 
the Year; Coach's Award - Robert Harmon, 
Brandon Keezer; All Conference - Aaron Pion, 
Connor Paine, Robert Harmon, Brandon 
Keezer, Justin Browne; All State - Aaron 
Pion; Justin Browne; All Academic - Brandon 
Keezer.

Boys Soccer
All Conference 1st Team - Grayson Petty; All 
Conference 2nd Team - Brock Glidden; All 
Academic - Andrew Browne, Elliot Stinchfield, 
Gabe Gervais, Nathaniel Harrington-Howard

Girls Soccer
All Conference 1st Team - Taylor McLaggan, 
Kayla Hubbard; All Conference 2nd Team 
- Lauren Wood; All Academic - Jamie 
Boudreau, Abigail Haskell, Makayla Stevens

Boys Basketball
KVAC 2nd Team - Noah Bonsant; All Academic 
- Andrew Browne

Girls Basketball
All Academic - Ally Clark Bonsant, Abigail 
Haskell, Hayley Hinds

Cheering
KVAC 1st Team - Tiffany Doyle; KVAC 2nd 
Team - Rebecca Leavitt

Boys Indoor Track
KVAC All Conference - Chris Weymouth, Alex 
Mahon, Brody Hodson, Elliot Stinchfield, Gabe 
Gervais; All Academic - Gabe Gervais, Elliot 
Stinchfield, Justin Zhang

Girls Indoor Track
KVAC All Conference - Ella Johnson, 
Hunter Mahon, Kassandra Nadeau, Serena 
Sepulvado, Shirley Weymouth; All Academic - 
Hunter Mahon, Mayann McGrath

Girls Swimming
All Academic - Veronica Black, Phoebe Fleck, 
Audrey Jordan

Boys Swimming
All Academic - Rusty Sugg

Wrestling
Eagles wrestlers earned 
three individual champion-
ships as the Eagles finished 
5th in the team race at the 
Class B South Regional. 
Mike Sprague (120 lbs.), 
Brock Glidden (145 lbs.) and 
Jake Peavey (285 lbs.) each 
brought home gold medals. 
Glidden entered the tourna-
ment as the No. 2 seed and 
scored pins in each of his 
two preliminary matches to 
advance to the finals against 
the top seed. KVAC All Confer-
ence - Jake Peavey; All New 
England - Jake Peavey and 

Mike Sprague; All Academic - Seth Allen, 
Sagan Charlebois

Baseball
MPA Sportsmanship Award; KVAC 1st Team 
- Dylan Presby, Noah Bonsant, Nate Howard; 
KVAC Player of the Year - Nate Howard; 
KJ Player of the Year - Dylan Presby; KVAC 
Coach of the Year - Lars Jonassen. Baseball 
won the KVAC Championship and 
was the Runner-up in the Class B 
North Championship game against 
Old Town. Maine-New Hampshire 
All-State Team - Nate Howard; 
All Academic - Andrew Brown, 
Nathaniel Harrington-Howard, 
Brandon Keezer

Boys Lacrosse
KVAC 2nd Team - Caleb Tyler; Coach 
Jason Wade - KJ Coach of the Year; 
All Academic - William Sugg

Girls Lacrosse
MPA Sportsmanship Award; KVAC 
1st Team - Hayley Hinds; KVAC 2nd 
Team - Audrey Jordan; All Academic 

The girls lacrosse team was one of four teams to receive a 
Good Sportsmanship banner from the MPA.

Eagles baseball team after winning the Kennebec Valley Athletic Conference Championship. The team 
went on to be runner-up in the Class B North Championship game against Old Town.

Eagles wrestlers Mike Sprague, 
Jeff Kierstead, Brock Glidden, 
and Jake Peavey
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1948
Carolyn James Dow writes that her husband 
Roy passed away on May 29, 2016. She has 10 
great grand9children and still lives at her home 
on Hime Hill in China. Three of her children and 
two grandsons have a home on her private 
road.

1957
Shirley Jones was presented 
with an Affiliate Leadership 
Award at the 65th Annual 
Meeting and Convention of the 
Maine Education Association 
Retired on May 4 at the Augusta 
Civic Center. Shirley taught 
physical education in Lyman, 
Falmouth, and South Portland 
for 38 years and coached 
golf, field hockey, basketball, 
swimming, and softball. She 
was past president of the Maine Association of 
Health and Physical Education and is a member 
of the Board of the Women's Golf Association 
and Golf Rules Chairperson. She officiated at 
basketball games and track and field meets. 
Shirley served on the Saco School Board and 
has been very active in the York County Retired 
Educators Association, having served as 
co-chair of the Membership Committee and a 
driving force in various fundraising activities.

1958
Bob Dowe was presented a plaque on 
Christmas Eve 2016 in appreciation for his 
many years of service to the Boynton-Webber 
American Legion Post #179, the South 
China Volunteer Fire Department, Dirigo 
Masonic Lodge #104, and the town of China. 
Roberta Crane Morin was 
presented with an Affiliate 
Leadership Award at the 65th 
Annual Meeting and Convention 
of the Maine Education 
Association Retired on May 4 
at the Augusta Civic Center. 
She taught elementary educa-
tion in Vassalboro and East 
Vassalboro for 38 years, was a 
member and observer/negotia-
tor in the Vassalboro Teachers 
Association, and a member of the Curriculum 
Committee. She is volunteer librarian and 
chairperson of the Board of the Albion Public 
Library, volunteers in the Albion Food Pantry, 
and is a member and past officer of the Lions. 
She was treasurer of the Kennebec Retired 
Educators Association and is Day of Caring 
lunch coordinator. She and her late husband 
have two children, two grandchildren, and one 
great granddaughter.

1964
Tom Maines has been named to the Maine 
Basketball Hall of Fame and will receive the 
award at the Cross Insurance Arena in Bangor, 
ME on August 20, 2017. Tom won 369 games as 
a coach during a 30-plus-year career, includ-
ing three straight Class A titles with the Morse 

boys from 1987 through 1989. Maines earned 
the Maine Association of Basketball Coaches 
Coach of the Year Award and is in the New 

England Basketball Hall of Fame.

1967
The class celebrated its 50th Reunion in June, 
beginning with a gathering at the American 
Legion hall in China on Friday evening, June 2, 
and ending with being the honored class at the 

All Alumni Reunion on June 3. See photos on 
pages 3–7.

1973
Duane Scott and his wife Linda are proud 
grandparents of twin granddaughters, Callie 
and Illyanna, born June 3, 2016 in Weymouth, 
MA.

1980
Jodi Chicoine Merry writes that she is a 12-year 
cancer survivor and has a continued passion 
for horses.

1982
Congratulations to Bonnie Peabody, who 
became engaged to Clinton Pierpont '84 on 
September 3, 2016.

1987
Carol Poland Acedo was named to Kennebec 
Valley Community College's fall 2016 Dean's 
List. Tim Bonsant, who teaches history and 
coaches boys basketball at Erskine, has been 
inducted into the Maine Basketball Hall of 
Fame. He was a highly decorated player at the 
University of Southern Maine—he was named 
to the Little East Conference 25th Anniversary 
Team and was LEC Player of the Year in 1991. 
He led the Huskies to the DII Final Four in 1989. 
At Erskine, he was an All-State Player, and as 
coach he led the Eagles to a Class B state title 
in 2004. A 1/25/17 Portland Press Herald article 
quoted Tim: “It's a tremendous honor,” said 
Bonsant,… You look at the first two classes [to 
be inducted] and this class, and there's just 
some incredible players on the teams. I'm just 
honored to be a part of it.”

1991
Mike and Paula '92 Cuthbertson, owners of 
Specialty Products Co. in Whitefield, ME, are 
doing very well with their business, which grew 

Shirley Jones '57 and Roberta Crane Morin '58 received Affiliate Leadership Awards at the 65th Annual 
Meeting and Convention of the Maine Education Association Retired in May.

Shirley 
Jones '57

Roberta 
Crane 
Morin '58

Tom Maines '64 to be inducted into the Maine 
Basketball Hall of Fame in August.
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from the garage of Mike's Whitefield home to 
a manufacturer of precision machine products 
on which companies in the aerospace, 
medical, and industrial fields rely. They have 
plans to expand the company's facilities 
from 5,000 to 15,000 square feet within the 
year. To continue to build their workforce and 
find young talent, the Cuthbertsons initiated 

a scholarship program that covers the full 
tuition of area machinist programs for recent 
high school graduates who work for Specialty 
Products Co. part-time. The Cuthbertsons were 

presented with the 
alumni Exemplary 
Service Award at 
the Renaissance 
Assembly on 
December 16, 2016.

1997
Donnie and Johnna 
Fandel Flood were 
graduation speakers 
for the Class of 2017, 
which held special 
meaning as it was the 
Floods' 20th Reunion 
at Erskine. See article 
on page 9. The class 
held its 20th Reunion 
celebration at the 
Windsor Fairgrounds on July 29.

2001
Brent Roy was featured in a May 20 central-
maine.com article by Travis Barrett, Staff 
Writer, titled No small feat: Mini Stocks at heart 
of Wiscasset Speedway Division marked by 
change, longevity, family 
feel. "A race car driver 
thinks that another win 
is, quite literally, around 
the next corner. Then 
he wonders if he's ever 
going to win again. At 
some point, he's come 
so close he simply 
cannot believe that he 
hasn't put his name 
back in the win column. 
And, finally, comes the 
rare acceptance that 
perhaps one's better 
days are long past. For 
Brent Roy of Vassalboro, 
his 34th career victory 
at Wiscasset Speedway 
came 10 years after 
No. 33. Roy won last 
weekend's Outlaw Mini 
Stock feature, taking the 
lead late in a wreck-filled 
race that was shortened 
by 11 laps due to an 
excessive number of 
caution flags. Shortened or not, Roy doesn't 
care. 'I was quite happy to get the checkered 
flag,' Roy said. 'A win is a win. I'll take it any way 
it will come.' Now 34 years old, Roy took a few 
seasons off when Wiscasset Speedway closed 
following the 2010 season. The 2004 track 
champion in the Mini Stock division, Roy took a 
few years away from racing to focus on things 
away from the sport, including his family. He 
raced a few times at Unity Raceway, but when 
Richard Jordan purchased Wiscasset and 
reopened it late in 2012, Roy felt that familiar 
calling. 'My grandmother and grandfather used 
to take me down to Wiscasset when I was 
very young, when I was six or seven years old,' 

Roy said. 'I fell in love with the atmosphere at 
Wiscasset. It's like a home base, and there's a 
feeling of 'home' there. I love racing there. I love 
the environment.' Roy is not alone. The division 
that has now morphed from its traditional Mini 
Stock beginnings into an Outlaw Mini Stock 
division — with a more liberal rules package 
that steps away from the cars being true, four-
cylinder stock models — features a number 

of drivers who have been 
racing at Wiscasset in the 
very same class for nearly 
20 years."

2006
Stephanie Capen gradu-
ates this year from the 
University of Hawaii at 
Manoa with a PhD in 
Educational Foundations. 
She is employed at a 
private high school teach-
ing mathematics courses 
and is Academic Dean 
for the high school. Riva 
Dumont is a Student 
Advisor at Kaplan 
University in Augusta, ME 
and is engaged to Brandon 
Deaton.

2007
The class will hold its 10th 
Reunion at the Windsor 
Fairgrounds in August 

2017. Congratulations to John Hasselmann and 
his wife, who had their first child, a baby girl, in 
March. They live in Bangor, ME. Congratulations 
to Randy Pottle, who married Guinevere 
Kennedy in June.

2008
Mischa (Antemann) Frey and his wife Sarah 
came for a visit on campus in May. Mischa was 
an AFS student who spent his senior year at 
Erskine, during which he participated in varsity 
soccer, track & field, and swimming. After 
Erskine, he returned to Germany and worked in 

Mike '91 and Paula '92 Cuthbertson receiving the 
Exemplary Service Award from Headmaster Mike 
McQuarrie.

Tim Bonsant '87 to be inducted into the Maine 
Basketball Hall of Fame.

Brent Roy '01 at the Wiscasset Speedway

continued on page 20

Randy Pottle '07 and his bride Guinevere



20    Erskine Connector Spring/Summer 2016–17

In Memoriam
The following members of the Erskine 

community have passed away since the 
last Connector issue or of whose passing 

we have recently been notified.
Alberta Nowland Craig '36 (10/2/16)
Wanda Mullin Parmenter '40 (2/17/17)
Vaughn Pierce '40 (6/20/17)
Christine Bailey Pulsifer '40 (10/30/13)
Marguerite Hunt Clowes '41 (2/10/17)
Virginia Pinkham Hoover '41 (7/1/10)
Capt. Raymond E. Ward '42 (5/10/17)
Lawrence F. Record, Sr. '45 (7/19/17)
Marjorie Ames Goff '47 (6/2/17)
Frances Brann Gould '47 (4/30/17)
Robert S. Marr '47 (4/21/17)
Stanley A. Tibbetts '52 (3/22/17)
Robert M. Wescott '54 (7/16/17)
Robert C. Dowe '58 (2/23/17)
Arthur B. Hall '60 (6/1/17)
Sarah Brann Cunningham '65 (6/22/17)
Linda Lee Hopkins Jackson '65   
 (6/23/17)
David V. Shorey, Sr. '65 (8/13/16)
Susan Cayouette Giles '67 (4/22/16)
Jimmie L. Niles '67 (2/27/16)
Suzanne Kenoyer Bolduc '70 (5/14/17)
Michael Tremblay '70 – need obit
Theodore C. Farrington '72 (12/31/16)
George R. Starkey '74 (4/7/17)
Bonnie Potter Vannah '79 (5/22/16)
Lynnette "Lynnie” Weston Sims '80   
 (5/20/17)
Jonathan W. White '92 (12/31/16)
Patrick K. McCormick '01 (2/7/17)

Class Notes

the hospitality business as a chef and waiter. 
He went on to college in Heidelberg and gradu-
ated in 2015 with an accounting degree. He 
currently works in an accounting department, 
recently helped open a luxury hotel in Frankfurt, 
and is taking college courses to become a certi-
fied international accountant. Great to see you!

2011
Jeffrey Dyer was named to Kennebec Valley 
Community College's fall 2016 Dean's List.

2012
Courtney Brann graduated from University of 
New England with her bachelor's in Biological 
Sciences and is now working on her master's 
and doing research. She will be applying to 
medical school next summer. Congratulations 
to Sean Cabannis, who graduated from 
UMaine Farmington in May with a dual 
degree in Secondary Education Mathematics 
and Applied Mathematics and a minor in 
Coaching. He was named North Atlantic 
Conference Man of the Year in July. Tyler 
Belanger, Nathan Bowring, Victoria Condon, 
Allison Fortin, Nicole Glidden, and 
Simon Rollins were named to the Dean's List at 
UMaine Farmington for the fall 2016 semester. 
Congratulations to Hannah Peabody, fifth year 
Husson University Physical Therapy student, 
who has been selected by the Maine State 
chapter of the American Physical Therapy 

Association to serve as the Core Ambassador 
for the Student Assembly. She will act as liaison 
between the professional organization and 
physical therapy and physical therapy assistant 
students in the various schools throughout 
Maine. Emelia Petroski was named to the 
spring 2017 semester Dean's List at Thomas 
College. Paden Pillow earned a bachelor 
of science degree in Marine Engineering 
Operations at Maine Maritime Academy. 
Elena Smith did a summer internship at 
Island Institute, a Maine NGO that focuses on 
economic development for Maine's unabridged 
island coastal communities, where she was 
working as a data analyst for their Executive 
Vice President, Heather Deese, PhD. Elena 
helped create the Institute's new annual publi-
cation called Waypoints: Community Indicators 
for Maine's Coast and Islands to provide island 
and coastal residents and partners with clear, 
accurate data about these communities in a 
simple, easy-to-use format and help meet local 
needs for planning and decision-making. She is 
currently a dual Master's student in Economics 
(MS) and Global Policy (MA) at UMaine and 
plans to continue on to her PhD in Applied 
Economics. Elena expects to graduate in spring 
2019. Brandon Tardiff was named to UMaine's 
fall 2016 Dean's List.

2013
Joshua Bailey was named to the spring 2017 
Dean's List at Maine Maritime Academy, where 
he studies marine engineering technology. 
Adam Bovie was named to the Dean's List 
High Honors at University of New Hampshire 
for the fall 2016 semester. Hallee Breton was 
named to the Dean's List for the fall 2016 
semester at Husson University, where she is 
a senior enrolled in the Kinesiology-Human 
Movement Science/Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program. Congratulations to three 
recent graduates of Maine Maritime Academy: 
Cody Eastup and John Suga, who graduated 
with Bachelor of Science degrees in Marine 
Engineering Operations, and Daniel Holzwarth, 
who graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Marine Engineering Technology. 
Bridget Humphrey was named to the Dean's 
List at UMaine Farmington for the fall 2016 
semester. Marissa Jordan was named to 
the Dean's List for the fall 2016 semester at 
Stonehill College, where she was a senior 
in the Communication program. She began 
participating in late June in a yearlong post-
graduate service opportunity with Stonehill 
teaching English in the Kerala State in India. 
Paige Leary was named to the Dean's List at 
Thomas College for the spring 2017 semester. 
Kelly McCormac graduated summa cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Social 
Work from University of New Hampshire. We 
welcomed Kat Newcombe back to campus, 
when she student taught English from January 
to May under the mentorship of instructor 
Rod Robilliard. Kat graduated from UMaine 
Farmington in May with her teaching degree in 
English Language Arts and has been hired to 
teach at Erskine. Nicholas Gayer, Sarah Poulin, 
Jeffrey Pulver, Nathaniel Trask, and Katherine 
Wight were named to UMaine's fall 2016 

Dean's List. 
Dawn Rush 
graduated 
from SUNY/
Oswego in 
May with a 
BS in Human 
Resource 
Management 
and accepted 
a position with 
a non-profit 
organization 
in Saratoga 
Springs, NY 
as an HR 

Mischa Frey '08 and his wife Sarah visiting 
campus.

Marissa Jordan '03

Sarah Stevens '13 was named 
to the President's List at 
Husson University.

continued from page 19
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semester at Stonehill College, where he is a 
junior in the Political Science and International 
Studies program. Zachary Isbell was named 
to the spring 2017 Dean's List at Maine 
Maritime Academy, where he studies power 
engineering technology. Brooke Stewart and 
Cassidy West were named to the Thomas 
College Dean's List for the fall 2016 semes-
ter. Elise Day and Alex Knight were named 
to the Thomas College Dean's List for the 
spring 2017 semester. James Poulin and 
Tyler Rollins were named to UMaine's fall 2016 
Dean's List. Emma Robertson was named 
to the spring 2017 Dean's List at Quinnipiac 
University, where she is studying journalism. 
Zoe Mather was named to the President's 
List at Husson University for the fall 2016 
semester, where she is a junior enrolled in 
the Bachelor of Science Kinesiology-Human 
Movement Science/Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program. Christina Belanger was 
named to the Dean's List for the spring 2017 
semester at Husson University, where she is 
enrolled in the Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
program. Megan Mahoney was named to 
the Honor's List for the spring 2017 semester 
at Husson University, where she is enrolled 
in the Bachelor of Science Elementary 
Education program. Sam Stevens was named 
to the Honor's List for the fall 2016 semester 
at Husson University, where he is a junior 
enrolled in the Business 
Administration program.

2016
Abigail Cooper was 
named to the spring 
2017 Dean's List 
at Maine Maritime 
Academy, where she 
studies international 
business and logis-
tics. Congratulations 
to Julia Fasano, who 
was awarded the Roger 
B. Hill Scholarship 
for Spanish by the 
UMaine Department 
of Modern Languages 
and Classics. Her 
article titled, "La 
relación entre la voz y el cuerpo en La sangre 
de la aurora" was published in the Advanced 
Spanish section of Lingua, the Department 
of Modern Languages and Classics publica-
tion. Julia is a sophomore in the Spanish 
and Secondary Education program. 
Hannah Keene was named to Kennebec Valley 
Community College's fall 2016 Dean's List. 
Lilja Bernheim, Jordan Bowie, Alyssa Gartley, 
and Sarah Pleau were named to UMaine's 
fall 2016 Dean's List. Tim Davenport is 
thriving in the Army. He graduated Military 
Police AIT in early December and went to 
Lackland for 11 more weeks to learn how to 
train K9s. Parker Denico achieved the rank of 
Eagle Scout from Troop #410 in Vassalboro. 
Theresa Gervais was named to the 2016 fall 
semester Dean's List at College of the Holy 
Cross. She is majoring in biology and music. 
Amber Grady and Katherine Holzwarth were 

Coordinator. 
Sarah Stevens 
was named 
to the 
spring 2017 
President's 
List at Husson 
University, 
where she 
was a senior 
enrolled in 
the Bachelor 
of Science 
Business 
Administration 
program with 
a concen-
tration in 
Financial 
Management/
Master of 

Business Administration program. Raina Rauch 
was named to the Honor's List for the spring 
2017 semester at Husson University, where 
she was a senior enrolled in the Bachelor of 
Science Healthcare Studies/Master of Science 
in Occupational Therapy program.

2014
Anthony Bell was named to Kennebec Valley 
Community College's fall 2016 Dean's List. 
Hannah Bridges was named to UMaine 
Augusta's fall 2016 Dean's List. Gage Currie 
and Mia Taylor were named to the Dean's 
List at UMaine Farmington for the fall 2016 
semester. Caitlin Farrington was named to 
the Dean's List at Colby College for the spring 
2017 semester. She majored in Psychology with 
a Neuroscience concentration. Taylor Bailey, 
Moriah Cloutier, Christopher Daggett, 
Kaitlyn Hayward, and Emma Wilkinson 
were named to UMaine's fall 2016 Dean's 
List. Named to the fall 2016 President's List 
at Husson University were Shayla Pillow, 
who is enrolled in the Bachelor of Science, 
Kinesiology-Human Movement Science / 
Doctor of Physical Therapy program and on the 
Speech & Debate Team, and Tasha Dutil, who 
is a senior enrolled in the Bachelor of Science 
Health Care Studies and Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy programs.

2015
Jordan Bailey, Marissa Chamberlain, 
Kassidy Frost, and Abby Waceken were 
named to the Dean's List at UMaine Farmington 
for the fall 2016 semester. Justin Davis was 
named to the Dean's List for the fall 2016 

Class Notes

Got news? Want to share photos 
of events in your life? Just want 
to let your classmates know what 
you're up to? Send in your news 
to the Alumni Office for inclusion 
in the Class Notes!

named to the UMaine Farmington Dean's List 
for the fall 2016 semester. Amber plays on the 
softball team. Merlin Murphy was named to 
the spring 2017 Dean's List at Maine Maritime 
Academy, where he studies marine systems 
engineering. Anthony Pizzo was named to 
the fall 2016 and spring 2017 Dean's Lists 
at Thomas College. MacKenzie Gayer was 
named to the spring 2017 President's List at 
Husson University, where she is enrolled in 
the Bachelor of Science, Health Sciences 
program. Madison Michaud was named to the 
fall 2016 Dean's List at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, where she is majoring in biomedical 
engineering and on the women's crew team. 
Joshua Reed was named to the spring 2017 
Dean's List at Maine Maritime Academy, where 
he studies marine engineering operations. 
Former Erskine wrestler Michaela Sprague 
was named to the spring 2017 President's List 
at Husson University, where she is enrolled in 
the Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice/
Bachelor of Science in Psychology with a Mental 
Health Rehabilitation Technician/Community 
(MHRT/C) Certification program. Michaela has 
stayed connected with wrestling as a referee 
for high school girls' matches and the sole 
member of Husson's women's wrestling club 
team. Justin Studholme has been promoted to 
Lance Corporal in the Marines. Thomas College 
sophomore Malorie Weaver was named to 

the 2017 North Atlantic Conference 
Women's Basketball Sportsmanship 
Team. Malorie appeared in all 25 
games for the Terriers this season and 
started in the final 18. She averaged 
5.2 points and 4.0 rebounds per game 
while shooting 37.5 percent from the 
floor. The NAC Women's Basketball 
Sportsmanship Team is reserved 
for those who have distinguished 
themselves through demonstrated acts 
of sportsmanship and ethical behavior. 
The honorees are individuals who 
have positively affected the basketball 
culture and environment and whose 
behavior clearly demonstrates sports-
manship and integrity that go beyond 
the playing rules and etiquette.   

Dawn Rush '13 graduated 
from SUNY/Oswego in May.

Julia Fasano '16 received 
language award at UMaine.

Lance Cpl. Justin Studholme '16
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each one 
has a 
well-de-
veloped 
personal 
philoso-
phy that 
drives 
their work 
and life.

As I 
reflected 
on that 
trip back to Erskine and my time there 
20 years ago, it became clear to me that 
the origins of some of my own personal 
philosophies can be traced back to experi-
ences at Erskine.

For instance, one of my core values is 
“err on the side of over-communication." 

Striving to uphold this value 
has helped me develop better 
personal and professional 
relationships through clear 
communication and honest 
feedback and has ultimately 
made me a better leader. One 
of the first places I learned 
the importance of over-
communciation was from Mr. 
Barden, who was my base-
ball coach at Erskine. He was 
a great coach and always 

talked about this thing called the 3Cs. The 
3Cs stands for: communication, commu-
nication, communication. And our team 
was incredibly good at communicating: 
how many outs, what situation we were 
in, and cheering for our teammates. Ten 
years after college, when I started lead-
ing teams of engineers, I adopted the 3Cs 
(with complete credit to Coach Barden) as 
a way to summarize the concept of erring 
on the side of over-communication to my 
own teams.

Another philosophy whose origins 
trace back to Erskine is the belief that 
“grit, determination, and tenacity are like 
muscles." The more you practice working 
through a challenge, the more natural it 
becomes. The opposite is also true. The 
faster you give up, the easier it is to do 
so in the future. I was on the Math team 
here at Erskine and I was decent, but I 
wanted to get better so I'd spend hours 
after school with Lew Purington studying 
old competition books with him. He was 
an amazing teacher and coach. Patient, 
supportive, funny, and honest. I found that 
the more effort I put into studying math 
problems with Lew the easier it became 
to put in the work. Like training for a run 
at first you can only run a mile. Then two 
and on and on and after a while you can 
run a marathon. My determination and grit 
were reinforced when I went off to college. 
I studied computer science not because 
I was a natural, but because I figured I'd 
be able to get a job. It was difficult and I 
spent countless hours in the computer 
lab trying to get simple programs working 
and debugging code. It was a slog but my 

Contact us… and please 
notify us of any errors or 
omissions.
If this issue is addressed to your son 
or daughter who no longer maintains 
a permanent address at your home, 
please provide his or her updated 
address to the Alumni Office. An 
online update form is also available 
on the Erskine Academy website on 
the “For Alumni” page.
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AwARd NomiNAtioNS RequeSted
Do you know of an alumnus or 
friend of Erskine Academy who 
has accomplished outstanding 
deeds in their life or contributed 
greatly to the school? Please 
consider nominating them for an 
award. The awards are presented 
at the annual Alumni Reunion.

Distinguished Alumni Award
(open to alumni only)

Exemplary Service (to Erskine 
Academy) Award
(open to anyone)

Volunteer Leadership Award
(open to alumni only)

Award criteria and the nomination 
form can be found on the Erskine 
Alumni web page or by contacting 
the Alumni Office for assistance.
The Annual deadline for submitting 

nominations is
APRIL 1.

the values given to you,” she said. “Go 
out into the world with kindness and 
integrity. Understand what you have 
to offer the world, and what the world 
has to offer you, and no doubt you'll 
be successful by whatever measure is 
meaningful to you.”

Johnna Fandel Flood also 
remembered the time when, as a 
student at Erskine Academy, her 
mother had to take a job out of state 
and she decided to stay in Maine, 
looking after herself.

“I really missed having family here,” 
she said, but other families and faculty 
members invited her to dinner and 
helped during that time. 
“My Erskine family didn't 
miss a beat,” she said.

Before the graduation 
ceremony started, student 
Seth Allen donned the 
white sash that's reserved 
for high school graduates 
entering the U.S. Air Force. 
Allen will attend basic 
training in July and plans 
to serve for four years, doing work on 
planes, so that he eventually can study 
civil and mechanical engineering at the 
University of California, Berkeley.

He appreciates the hard mathematics 
and sciences classes he was able to 
take at Erskine Academy, he said. Like 
so many others Friday, he also had 
something to say about the people he 
met along the way. “Everybody is there 
to help you,” he said.

Donnie Flood's speech:
Johnna and I were back in Maine two 

years ago after about ten years away and 
had the opportunity to tour Erskine. Mr. 
McQuarrie showed us around with the 
patience and pride of a true steward of the 
school. We ran into a few teachers and 
staff that we had not seen since we gradu-
ated in 1997, and it was heartwarming to 
reconnect with those folks like it was just 
yesterday that we parted ways. Despite 
all the changes to the Erskine's interior 
and exterior, it was obvious that the core 
Erskine values had not changed one bit.

Since being asked to speak at this 
graduation, I've pretty much known that I 
wanted to talk about developing one's core 
value system. I've spent the last 12 years 
of my life in Silicon Valley, and I've been 
lucky to meet many successful people 
there from folks who have sold companies 
for hundreds of millions of dollars to bil-
lionaires like Reid Hoffman. The common 
thread among all of these people is that 

Graduation continued from p. 9

continued on page 15

Commencement speaker 
Donnie Flood '97

Commencement speaker 
Johnna Fandel Flood '97
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In the words 
of Headmaster 
McQuarrie, "Mary 
Devenney has 
been a remarkable 
artisan and profes-
sional art teacher. 
Energy, enthusiasm, 
and cheerfulness 
characterize all of her 
dealings—professional 

and personal. If in her 18 years with us 
she had a bad day, I didn't notice, nor 
do I think anyone did."

Upon the acceptance of Mary 
Devenney's resignation, the Board of 
Trustees and the headmaster wrote:

Your engaging style, energy, enthusiasm, 
positivism, and command of your medium 
have been a motivating influence on our 
students and faculty these 18 years. As a 
school administrator and your colleague, 
I have had every confidence in your work, 
words, and deeds. I have so appreciated 
your infectious cheerfulness and how you 
squeeze the most from life. I will miss work-
ing with you on both a professional and 
personal level.

You can and should be proud of your 
work with students, fellow staff members, 
and your school. You have accomplished 
much including being endeared by the 
entire school community. Your collegiality 
and friendship with co-teacher Emily Foss 
is admirable and has been entertaining. 
I have welcomed your visits to my office 
these years.

Mary Devenny is an artist in her 
own right, creating wonderful pieces 
of pottery and paintings, which have 
been displayed in the school much to 
our enjoyment. She and her husband 
Joe, also a potter as well as a profes-
sional photographer, continue to create 
their artistry for display and sale to 
the public. They recently opened an 
exhibit at the Center for Maine Craft in 
Gardiner, Maine.   

receive perfect scores on 
the Introduction to Latin 
National Exam attributed 
their achievement to her 
instruction, coaching, and 
supporting their learning 
“above and beyond.” In 
sum, whether circum-
stances have required 
instruction, intervention, 
or innovation, Mary has 
consistently demonstrated 
the competencies and 
commitment of the exemplary educator.

Mary is among the teaching minority 
who continually self-assess content knowl-
edge and skill with the aim of bettering 
both. Her practice includes most notably 
the effective inclusion of technology in the 
learning process. Several years ago, in its 
initial rollout, Mary pioneered the state's 
ATM learning program, through which 
students from outside of the school could 
receive her Latin instruction. Insomuch that 
she is an informal transformative leader, 
Mary is instrumental in advancing her 
practice and influencing her departments 
and school in a constructive and progres-
sive direction.

Mary brings many talents to her craft, 
students, and colleagues. Among these are 
her considerable intellect, inquisitiveness, 
and application of learning from her edu-
cational odyssey. Mary routinely immerses 
herself in opportunities to extend her 
learning. For example, for several years she 
has been a “reader” for the College Board's 
Advanced Placement program. Her par-
ticipation in this capacity was undertaken 
in large part to further her effectiveness as 
an AP instructor. Clearly and plainly, others 
benefit from Mary's learning.

This from my performance evaluation of 
her work several years ago:

You have an impressive command of 
your content and craft, and a respectful, 
inclusive rapport with your students and 
colleagues. Students clearly see you as 
credible, approachable, and reliable, which 
you reinforce with your good humor and 
warm demeanor. You are an exemplary 
teacher who seeks to become even more 
effective by engaging in individual and 
group professional development activities 
relative to pedagogy and standards-based 
education. Moreover, you have emerged 
from these transitory years in education as 
a loyal soldier to the school and informal 
and informed leader to the cause of school 
reform and betterment.

In short, Mary Oches in on the “All Star” 
team of Erskine Academy. Capable and 
committed people who achieve universal 
acceptance because of their efforts and 
results are deserving of appreciation and 
accolades. I can confidently assure you 
[you] will find no finer or more deserv-
ing recipient for your award, as Mary is 
not only an ardent practitioner of English 
Language Arts and Modern and Classical 
Languages education, she is its chief sup-
porter, advocate, and ambassador. …

Your en-
gaging style, 
competence, 
and com-
mand of your 
content have 
contributed a 
great deal to 
the school's 
culture and 
effective 
implemen-
tation of its 
mission. …

And 
this letter 
from the 

headmaster to the Foreign Language 
Association of Maine (FLAME) on the 
occasion of the Sister Solange Award 
presentation to Mary this year:

…Awards of this nature—whether pre-
sented from within or from outside of the 
school—recognize the highest ideals of 
teaching. Mary's commitment to and com-
mand of her craft, school, and students 
deserve to be awarded and appreciated.

I have observed first-hand, and over 
many occasions, Mary's impressive ef-
fectiveness and success as an exemplary 
teacher of English and Latin these 23 years. 
These teaching assignments have required 
Mary to straddle two departments—
English Language Arts and Modern and 
Classical Languages—within which she 
has been both formal and informal leader. 
Moreover, Mary is the Latin Department. 
Were it not for her flexibility and combin-
ing of Latin sections from time to time in 
earlier years, Latin would likely have been 
dropped from the curriculum. However, 
Mary's persistence to grow the program 
and attract and serve her students well has 
assured Latin's vitality and permanence in 
the academic curriculum of the school.

Mary receives my praise and commen-
dation for many reasons, including these 
items from her professional resumé: Eng-
lish teacher for Erskine Academy 1994–96; 
English/Latin teacher for Erskine Academy 
1996–present; school newspaper advi-
sor 1995–2000; curriculum development 
2000–01 and 2002–05; Art and Literature 
Magazine advisor 2005–11; summer school 
three years —had it not been for Mary's 
summer school, the school would have 
lost an average 13 students per year due 
to credit deficiencies; and National Honor 
Society 2003–17.

From the time of her hire to the pres-
ent, the eve of her retirement, Mary has 
brought an academic intellectualism and 
enthusiasm to the school. On all occasions 
and in every capacity, Mary's intelligence, 
principled behavior, interpersonal skills, 
even and pleasant demeanor, and work 
ethic are impressive and notable. From her 
students and colleagues, I hear frequent 
positive comments regarding her profes-
sionalism, competence, and willingness. 
In 2002, Mary's two Latin students to 

Join 3,000 fans and “Like” eA's 
Facebook page to stay up to date 

on school and alumni news:
 facebook.com/erskineacademy.

Three Marys continued from page 16

English and Latin teacher 
Mary Oches

Art teacher Mary Devenney
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You may donate to the erskine Academy Annual Fund by mailing the 
enclosed envelope or online at www.erskineacademy.org/support-ea. 
tHANK You!

left to right Senior 
class on Day of Caring; 
students at the District 
III Music Festival; Kelly 
Clark, Sue Lagasse, 
and Roxanne Malley 
welcoming 2016 
alumni; teacher Mary 
Oches says goodbye to 
her advisory group.

At erskine Academy, we lay a firm foundation for young 
people to enter the world as future leaders and successful 
citizens. Your Annual Fund gift helps build that foundation. 
with your continued support, there is no limit to what erskine 
can achieve. Please consider a gift to the Annual Fund today.


